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CITY OF CORNING
CLOSED SESSION MINUTES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2012
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

794 THIRD STREET

A. CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL: Cou ncil:

Mayor:

Darlene Dickison

Dave Linnet
Tony Cardenas
Wilie Smith
Gary Strack

All members of the City Council were present.

The City of Corning welcomes you to our meetings, which are regularly scheduled for the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month. Your participation and interest is encouraged and
appreciated.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Corning will make available to
members of the public any special assistance necessary to participate in this meeting. The public
should contact the City Clerk's office (530/824-7033) to make such a request. Notification at least
72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure
accessibility to this meeting.

This is an Equal Opportunity Program. Discrimination is prohibited by Federal Law. Complaints
of discrimination may be fied with the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250.

The Brown Act requires that the Council provide the opportunity for persons in the audience to
briefly address. the Council on the subject(s) scheduled for tonight's closed session. Is there
anyone wanting to comment on the subject(s) the Council will be discussing in closed session? If
so, please come to the podium, identify yourself and give us your comments.

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

D. ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:

1. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR PURSUANT TO SECTION 54957.6:
Agency Negotiator: William May, Labor Relations Consultant.

Management, Dispatch, Public Safety and Miscellaneous Employee Bargaining
Units.

E. RECONVENE SPECIAL MEETING AND REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION: 7:30 p.m.
Mayor Strack reported that Council met in Closed Session with the City's Labor Negotiator and
gave him direction.

F. ADJOURN TO REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL: 7:30 p.m.

Lisa M. Linnet, City Clerk
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A. CALL TO ORDER: 7:30 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL: Council:

Mayor:

Darlene Dickison

Dave Linnet
Tony Cardenas
Wilie Smith
Gary Strack

All members of the City Council were present.

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by the City Manager.

D. INVOCATION: Led by Mayor Strack.
Persons of no religious persuasion will not be expected in any manner to stand or to participate
other than to remain quiet out of respect for those who do choose to participate.

E. PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS, APPOINTMENTS, PRESENTATIONS: None.

F. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: None.

G. CONSENT AGENDA: It is recommended that items listed on the Consent Agenda be acted on
simultaneously unless a Councilmember or members of the audience requests separate
discussion and/or action.

1. Waive reading, except by title, of any Ordinance under consideration at this meeting
for either introduction or passage, per Government Code Section 36934.

2. Waive the reading and approve the Minutes of the following City Council Meeting and
Special Meeting with any necessary corrections:

a. November 27,2012 City Council Meeting; and
b. December 4,2012 Special City Council Meeting

3. December 5, 2012 Claim Warrant - $169,778.43.

4. December 4,2012 Business License Report.

5. November 2012 Wages and Salaries - $548,137.69.

6. November 2012 Building Permit Valuation Report - $225,819.15.
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7. November 2012 Treasurer's Report.

8. City of Corning Wastewater Operations Summary Report - November 2012.
It was noted that the Wages and Salaries amount was so high because it covered three (3) payrolls
during the month. Councilor Dickison moved to approved Consent Agenda Items 1-8 and Councilor
Linnet seconded the motion. Ayes: Strack, Dickison, Linnet, Cardenas and Smith.
Opposed/Absent/Abstain: None. Motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: None.

i. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND MEETINGS: None.

J. REGULAR AGENDA:

9. Citizen Request for Council Audience: Wally Prather utilty billng at 911 Lincoln
Avenue.

Mr. Wally Prather addressed the CounciL. He stated that he understood how they came up with a
three year average, but he still doesn't think he got his question answered. He stated he doesn't
understand how the City is charging him overages for a meter that is broken. If the City is going from
past history, he has lived in his home for 24 years and during that time he has had broken meters,
and when that has happened he had been charged the minimum amount of $68 which was reflected
on a previous bilL. All of a sudden he comes up with a $354 bilL. I understand the averages for the
past three years, however there are other considerations like less people in my home. He stated that
last year his daughter was living in his home, when this all happened she was not living in my home.
He stated that he doesn't feel he has been given a fair shake and charging him for something that
the City can't prove, he doesn't feel that it is right.

Mayor Strack asked if Mr. Prather had an amount he felt would be correct. Mr. Prather stated he had
no idea and stated he is not saying that he did not use water, that would be a lie and he doesn't lie to
anybody. He stated that his last bill was $85, if you take the average of the overage for the last three
months my bill would be over $100, so he thinks that there is something wrong there. He stated that
he brought that up to maybe wait for the next month when he talked with Mr. Stoufer he said this is
what you are going to do and that's when i decided to bring it to the CounciL.

Councilor Linnet asked if he had a sprinkler system; Mr. Prather stated yes but it was turned off
before Octobers bill came out. Councilor Linnet then confirmed that Mr. Prather didn't think
averaging three years back is fair; Mr. Prather stated no, he has less people living there, less
showers, laundry, dishes, etc.

City Manager Brewer explained that it was actually averaged over a five year period, three months
over a five year period. Mr. Brewer also stated that the period in question was actually August,

September and October, so it is likely that some of the lawn was being irrigated.

Councilor Linnet then confirmed that going back five years Mr. Prather didn't feel that was fair? Mr.
Prather responded stating that he has two people versus three, there is less laundry, he purchased
more efficient washer and dryer, a different water heater, toilets, shower heads to cut all his bills
down and doesn't feel that he has received any profit out of it. Spending the money to lower his bill
and you are going back five years, and he has less people. He stated that he didn't want to argue
with him (Mr. Brewer) so he came to the CounciL.

City Manager/Public Works Director John Brewer stated, if he could respond to that, he stated that
within the City Code there is a section that deals with non-registering meters and it is referenced on
the second page of the Staff Report. It says that the City may bill the customer for water consumed
while the meter was not registering, clearing the case here, and he showed the meter stating you can
see why it wasn't registering. Mr. Brewer stated that the Code states that the bill is to be computed
upon an estimate of the consumption based either upon the customers prior use during the same
season of the year, or upon a reasonable comparison with the use of other customers receiving the
same class of service during the same period.
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Mr. Brewer stated that the City had originally utilized a three month period for last year, and Mr.
Prather came in and said that he had a substantial leak last year so therefore the City shouldn't
utilize that period as a test to bill this year. At that time we then went back five years which did
reduce the total usage from 139,000 gallons over the three month period to 100,000. That is about a
29% reduction which worked in his favor.

Mr. Prather stated that he doesn't think he should be penalized for a broken meter for 4 months; it
should have been fixed in a timelier manner. Councilor Linnet stated yes, the City should have
repaired it sooner.

Mr. Brewer explained that if we had a customer that wasn't getting water, that would have been an
emergency situation, we would have provided water. This was a situation where a person was not
complaining that they weren't receiving water, we had a torn up street that we were trying to get
repaired, and we had water leaks around town. It's a matter of, with a short staff responding as you
would, to put it into medical terms, it's a matter of triage; you fix the worst thing first.

Wally then stated he now understood how he came up with this and if that is the way it is through the
whole City, then that is fair and he would pay the overage. He thanked the Council and walked out.

Councilor Linnet stated he would like to see a third of the total removed since he stated that he has
less people and more energy efficient appliances. Mayor Strack stated that he disagrees as the bill
had already been amended. Councilor Cardenas stated the problem he has with reducing it any
more is if you have a policy in place, and it applies to everyone in the City and then you decide you
are going to amend it, do you amend it for everybody? If you reduce it even more, how do you arrive
at the amount? When the next person has a problem, how are you going to answer them? He
stated he would not like to see it amended because the City has a procedure in place. Councilor
Dickison suggested that upon receipt of information of a broken meter, the City estimate the bill each
month rather than estimate it after 3 to 4 months and then bilL.

Cardenas moved based upon the Staff Report, that the City follows what is recommended, the billing
of $120 for the three month period. Councilor Dickison seconded the motion. Ayes: Strack,
Dickison, Cardenas and Smith. Opposed: Linnet. Absent/Abstain: None. Motion was
approved by a 4-1 vote with Linnet opposing.

10. Appoint Vice-Mayor and Council Representative to various Commissions, Committees
and Boards.

Mayor Strack introduced this item by title and asked the Council if we had missed any Commissions,
Committees or Boards. None being stated, he then asked each of the Council members if they were
agreeable to the proposed appointments. Prior to a response he requested to add to the next
Agenda the discussion and possible appointment of a Council Representative as a member of the
Corning Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. He suggested that this representative could
serve as a non-voting Liaison/Board Member if that were preferable to the Chamber Board. Council
requested that City Staff contact Chamber Manager Valanne Cardenas to discuss whether the
Chamber Board would be agreeable to this.

Councilor Dickison stated that she didn't realize that the Tehama County Heritage Committee was
one that the City appointed as she has been on it for years. City Clerk Linnet stated that she didn't
believe that it was however she knew that Councilor Dickison was a member so she added it.

Councilor Linnet moved to accept; and Councilor Cardenas seconded the motion to accept the
recommended appointments as listed below:
Vice Mayor: Darlene Dickison
Tehama County Transportation Commission: Gary Strack, alternate: Tony Cardenas
Tehama Economic Development Corporation: Gary Strack
Shasta College District: Gary Strack

Tehama County Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee: Gary Strack, Willie Smith
and Pala Cantrell
Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency (JPA): Dave Linnet
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LAFCO (Tehama County Local Agency Formation Commission): Darlene Dickison
Tehama County Heritage Committee: Darlene Dickison
3CORE: Tony Cardenas
Graffiti Abatement: Dave Linnet
Tehama County Community Action Agency: Darlene Dickison
Senior Center Representative: Willie Smith
Wayfinding Signs Adhoc Committee: Darlene Dickison and Gary Strack

Ayes: Strack, Dickison, Linnet, Cardenas and Smith. Opposed/Absent/Abstain: None.
Motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.

K. ITEMS PLACED ON THE AGENDA FROM THE FLOOR: None.

L. COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION: None.

M. REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS: City Councilmembers will report on
attendance at conferences/meetings reimbursed at City expense (Requirement of Assembly Bill
1234 ).

Dickison: Informed the Council of the cancellation of the LAFCO Meeting.
Linnet: Informed the Council that the graffiti is staying covered and that the Pay it Forward

Committee will not be meeting this month.
Cardenas: Nothing.
Smith: Nothing

Strack: Announced that there would be no second meeting in December.

N. ADJOURNMENT!: 7:56 p.m.

Lisa M. Linnet, City Clerk
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